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Existing activities and opportunities for enhanced cooperation 

Title/Objective European Partnership for Responsible Mining (EPRM) 
 
A multi-stakeholder partnership which focuses on conflict-
affected and high risks areas (CAHRAs) to support socially 
responsible extraction of minerals that contribute to local 
development. The EPRM does this through various projects on 
the ground with local stakeholders and is supported by different 
governments, civil society and supply chain actors. 
 

Brief description of activity EPRM has three ambitions: 
A) Responsible production 

Assist artisanal small scale mining (ASM) in formalizing, to 
manage their access to local and international formal markets. 
 

B) Responsible sourcing 
Improved due diligence practices of mid- and downstream actors 
to source 3TG responsibly. 
 

C) Link production & sourcing 
Established exchange and linkages between actors along the 
supply chains of minerals stimulate the creation of responsible 
supply chains.  
 
The initiative was set up as an accompanying measure to the EU 
Conflict Minerals Regulation. In 2023, the scope has broadened 
beyond the 3TGs and it added lithium, natural graphite, cobalt, 
copper and nickel. From the 1st of September there will be a call 
for proposals for new projects with a total budget of 2 million 
Euros.  
 
The EPRM has three pillars: governments & institutions, supply 
chain actors and civil society organisations.  
 
The participating governments are: France, Germany, UK and the 
Netherlands. Examples of participating supply chain actors are 
Fairphone, LuNa Smelter, and Cisco. And lastly, examples of civil 
society organisations are IGF, Solidaridad, and Terre des 
Hommes. Next to the participants, there are also observers such 
as the OECD, UNEP, and the European Commission.  
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NON- PRESCRIPTIVE PROPOSAL 
 

 

QUESTIONS: 

1. Existing activities to enhance the environmental sustainability 

of Minerals and Metals including, Best practices, responsible 

business practices, standards, guidelines, technical tools, 

environment sustainable technologies, and the use of renewable 

energy. 

 

TITLE/OBJECTIVE: 

TITLE:  

Minerals and Metal safeguard guidelines to strengthen the existing 

activities of environmental sustainability of minerals and metals. 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

- To develop Mineral and metal safeguard guidelines that will guide 

the mining operation cycle and strengthen the existing practices to be 

sustainably efficient when extracting minerals and metals. 

 

Brief description of activity? 

 

The proposed guidelines known as Mineral and Metal Safeguard 

Guidelines will contain management practices of mining and 

mitigation practices when extraction of minerals and metals. The 

guidelines should include types of mining, Environment Impact 

Assessment (EIA) process such as scoping and screening types of 

mining, and conducting an EIA study to identify the extraction method 

of mineral and metals, The EIA study will produce an Environment 

extraction Management Plan. The management plan should be used as 

the guidelines for the mining operating life cycle. 

Thus, the guide should provide provision that includes Sustainable 

development goals, Multilateral Agreements, Regional Agreements, 

and Domestic legislations and regulations that focus on Mining 

industries and sustainable extraction of minerals and metals. Also, the 
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Guidelines should outline practices that involve the use of renewable 

energy during the life cycle of mining operations.   

 

2. Existing activities to enhance the environmental sustainability 

of Minerals and Metals including, Best practices, responsible 

business practices, standards, guidelines, technical tools, 

environment sustainable technologies, and the use of renewable 

energy. 

 

TITLE/OBJECTIVES: 

 

TITLE:  

Minerals and Metal safeguard guidelines to strengthen the existing 

activities of environmental sustainability of minerals and metals. 

 

OBJECTIVE: 

- To develop a strategic mechanism that will guide the mining 

operation cycle and strengthen the existing practices to be sustainably 

efficient when extracting minerals and metals. 

  

 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY: 

 

The proposed method is to develop a Mineral and Metals Safeguard 

Guidelines that will contain Environmental extraction management 

practices of mining and extraction of minerals and metals. The 

guidelines should include types of mining, including the Environment 

Impact Assessment (EIA) process such as scoping and screening, the 

EIA study identifies the extraction process of mineral and metals and 

produce an Environment Management Plan such as sustainable 

practices, considering environmental parameters relating to the 

extraction process and provides mitigation practices that involve 

sustainable extraction plan of mineral and metals.  

The mitigation obtained from the EIA study should be included in the 

Environment Management Plan. The guide should provide provision 

that includes Sustainable development goals, Multilateral Agreements, 

Regional Agreements, and Domestic legislations and regulations that 

focus on Mining industries and sustainable extraction of minerals and 

metals. Also, the Guidelines should outline practices that involve the 

use of renewable energy during the life cycle of mining operations.   

 

RATIONAL/JUSTIFICATION: 

 

The rationale for developing the Mineral and Metal Safeguard 

guideline is to address the issue related to the unsustainable extraction 

of minerals and metals. The safeguard guideline will capture 

environmental impacts due to mining operations, mitigation for the 
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mining operation life cycle, mitigation for environmental and social 

impacts, and guidelines for sustainable extraction of minerals and 

metals. It will project impacts and mitigate the impacts. 

Also, the guide will provide mechanisms related to the use of 

renewable resources in mining operations. 

 Imposing guidelines will create sustainable development that will 

meet standard practices related to multilateral agreements, regional 

obligations to sustainable mining practices, and domestic legislation 

that regulates mining operations. It will enhance sustainable practices 

that safeguard the environment as well as sustainable extraction 

practices of the mining operating life cycle. 

 

 

TEXT of NON-PRESCRIPTIVE PROPOSAL(s): 

 

This proposal suggested developing a Minerals and Metal Safeguards 

Guideline. The proposed guideline should include environmental 

impacts, extraction impacts, and mitigation plans to address the 

environment and extraction impacts and ensure it captures the use of 

renewable energy. 

The importance of developing the safeguard guideline is to strengthen 

the existing activities and improve the way minerals and metals are 

extracted in mining operations. The proposed method of developing 

the guidelines will assist in improving the existing practices by 

compiling an Environment and Mining Extracting Plan that focuses on 

Mining Activities, Potential Environment and Mining extraction of 

Minerals and Metals Impacts, Mitigation plan for Environment and 

Extraction of Minerals and Metals, Implement Safeguard guidelines 

during mining operation life cycle and ensure monitoring plan to be in 

place. The monitoring plan involves checking the mitigation plan and 

ensuring it is being implemented.  

The proposed Safeguard Guidelines can be seen as a practice that will 

assist in improving the existing activities and will improve how 

Minerals and Metals were unsustainably extracted.  

The guideline will ensure that are sustainable practices being 

emphasized during the mining operation life cycle and ensure 

practices being enforced promote sustainability in its development 

strategy. I propose that using the above process should impose 

restrictions on the unsustainable extraction of minerals and metals. 

This will assist in reducing impacts to the environment and enable 

sustainable practices that will safeguard natural resources from being 

exploited in the present and future. This will promote the protection, 

conservation, and sustainable management of minerals and metals for 

present and future generations. 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Solomon Islands 

Government 

 

Ministry of Environment, 

Climate Change, Disaster 

Management & Meteorology 

 

 

 

 

P.O Box 21, 

Honiara, 

Solomon Islands. 

 
 

 

 

Fax: 

(677) 28054 

Phone: 

(677) 23031 / 23032 

 
 

 

 

www.mecdm.gov.sb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Desmond Maedia 

Senior Environment Officer 

Environment and Conservation Division. 

 

Contact Detail:  

Office: 067726036 

Mobile Number: 006777620492 

 



Written submission to the UNEA 5/12 process 

by the secretariat of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in 

Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) 

 

• It is critical to ensure effective and inclusive access to information, public 

participation in decision-making and access to justice in the context of the 

implementation of the UNEA 4/19 and UNEA 5/12 resolutions on mineral 

resource governance at all levels: domestic, transboundary and in 

international processes.  

 

• The Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-

making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) is 

highly relevant in this regard as it provides a legally binding framework on how to 

implement these procedural rights effectively in practice. After more than two 

decades in force, it has also developed a readily available set of user-friendly 

guidance material on these procedural rights.   

 

• The Aarhus Convention’s objective is that: “In order to contribute to the protection 

of the right of every person of present and future generations to live in an 

environment adequate to his or her health and well-being, each Party shall 

guarantee the rights of access to information, public participation in decision-

making, and access to justice in environmental matters in accordance with the 

provisions of this Convention” (art. 1). 

 

• In line with the Aarhus Convention’s objective:  

 
o The Convention (art. 4, 5) and its Protocol on Pollutant release and 

Transfer Registers, set out standards for access to environmental 

information, including those related to minerals and metals. See also 

Recommendations on electronic information tools. 

 

o The Convention provides requirements with regard to public participation 

in decision-making on activities, plans, programmes, 

policies and legislation (art 6, 7, 8), including those relating to the 

extractive industries (such as mining licenses, extraction permits, mining 

laws, programmes or policies for the sustainable management of metals or 

any activity where an environmental impact assessment is required). See 

also Maastricht Recommendations on Ensuring Effective Public 

Participation in Environmental Matters. 

 
o The Convention provides requirements for effective access to justice 

(art. 9) regarding the review of environmental information requests; 

decisions subject to public participation; and breaches of national law 

relating to environment, including in relation to minerals and metals.  

 

https://unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation
https://unece.org/environmental-policy-1/public-participation
https://unece.org/env/pp/protocol-on-prtrs-introduction
https://unece.org/env/pp/protocol-on-prtrs-introduction
https://unece.org/environment/documents/2022/02/updated-recommendations-more-effective-use-electronic-information
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fenvironment-policy%2Fpublications%2Fmaastricht-recommendations-public-participation-decision-making&data=05%7C01%7Cella.behlyarova%40un.org%7Ccd5780f1c1b64c6585a608dba86077f2%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638288904528586122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IxInIsNHlhCl5ywGK4cT5hGVaT4kMmpdF8BWoVhqE1k%3D&reserved=0


• Furthermore, the Convention imposes a legally binding obligation to ensure 

environmental defenders are not penalized, persecuted or harassed for their 

involvement (art 3.8). This is highly relevant in the present context as many 

serious cases of persecution and harassment of environmental defenders arise in 

the context of extractive industries. In June 2022, Aarhus Parties elected the 

world’s first Special Rapporteur on Environmental Defenders as a rapid response 

mechanism to protect environmental defenders and to promote capacity building 

and awareness-raising on this topic. 

 

• Since environmental impacts may extend across country borders, the rights 

under the Convention apply without discrimination as to citizenship, 

nationality or domicile (art. 3.9). Given the potential impact of mining and 

mineral activities, this principle is also relevant for the UNEA 5/12 process.  

 

• Finally, the Convention requires Aarhus Parties to promote the principles of the 

Convention in international environmental decision-making and within the 

framework of international organizations in matters relating to the 

environment (art 3.7). This means that, for example, Aarhus Parties engaged in 

the UN Environmental Assembly or when negotiating a multi-lateral instrument on 

the sustainable management of minerals and metals are under an obligation to 

promote the Aarhus Convention’s principles both in the procedures of those 

processes and in their substantive outcomes. See also Almaty Guidelines, 

Snapshot on the Almaty Guidelines and Checklist of measures. 

 

• The Aarhus Convention was adopted in 1998, in the city of Aarhus, Denmark, 

and entered into force on 30 October 2001. The Convention is a global treaty 

open to accession by any UN Member State. The Convention currently has 47 

Parties from across the Eurasian region (which includes countries Europe, 

Central Asia and Caucasus), one country from Africa (Guinea Bissau), and the 

European Union. Parties to the Convention include countries with a wide range of 

economic, social and political backgrounds. 

 

• The Convention has already driven numerous positive changes in legislation and 

practice not only in its Parties but also in other Member States and processes. It 

has served as a model for instruments in other regions, such as the Escazu 

Agreement in the Latin American and Caribbean region and has a vast potential 

to assist other interested Member States and processes such as UNEA 5/12 

Process.  

 

• It will be therefore beneficial to replicate, as needed, the Convention’s 

procedural requirements in relevant documents to be developed under the 

auspices of the UNEA 5/12 process. 

 
------------ 

 

https://unece.org/env/pp/aarhus-convention/special-rapporteur
https://unece.org/env/pp/aarhus-convention/special-rapporteur
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fenvironment-policy%2Fpublications%2Falmaty-guidelines-promoting-application-principles-aarhus&data=05%7C01%7Cella.behlyarova%40un.org%7Ccd5780f1c1b64c6585a608dba86077f2%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638288904528742342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NNAaj3EX%2FTzRIDQMZfB20XEkFPzXgbQbLRK4UBTawww%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funece.org%2Fenvironmental-policy%2Fpublic-participation%2Fsnapshot-almaty-guidelines&data=05%7C01%7Cella.behlyarova%40un.org%7Ccd5780f1c1b64c6585a608dba86077f2%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638288904528742342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2jbvuMNHeRefiD%2BBZ5Z4Q6u2jeJ0i95aO5Zs3EzCmSc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/ppif/Checklist/Checklist_of_measures_for_national_action_plan_on_PPIF_final_En_2018.pdf

